
Fingerprints of Faith - Securing Today and Capturing Tomorrow 
 

 

For over 175 years, generations of folks like us have left their Fingerprints of Faith for us to see through their 

worship, discipleship, fellowship, and ministry.  Because of their love and devotion to God’s kingdom and with 

their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness, they nurtured Midway UMC into a church that extends its 

reach with the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

Now our generation seems to be at an exceptional time in our church life. We are growing again into a new role 

as a missional church and beginning to live that out on a regular basis, while at the same time putting the  

finishing touches on the dreams of the past and maintaining with excellence the resources entrusted to us for 

ministry.  

At times it feels like a bit of a pinch point, but 

the more I reflect on it, the more I see it’s    

really a tipping point. 

 

I am humbled to be called to serve at such an  

exceptional time, one the Bible calls a kairos  

moment…a time appointed by Divine          

providence to accomplish something of           

significance, like when the Chapel was rebuilt 

after the tornado.  

 

The Church mothers and fathers of that  

generation left us Fingerprints of Faith to 

mark their kairos moment. I can’t wait to see 

what our children’s children will see when the 

stain dries on our moment…I want it to be my  

Fingerprints of Faith. 

 

We now have an opportunity to place our Fingerprints of Faith on Midway UMC to restore the hopes of the   

pioneer generations and inspire our generation with the promise of even more opportunity to extend our reach. 

Whether you grew up in this church and community or you have since become a cherished part of both, it is 

now our turn to make our mark!    

 

In the pages that follow, I invite you to prayerfully read and reflect upon the kind of fingerprints you can leave 

NOW that will make a difference not only in Securing Today, but Capturing Tomorrow for the generations of 

children, youth and families who will make this church their spiritual home and the many more we will reach to 

relieve suffering and welcome newcomers.  

 

Like the campaign theme says: “Fingerprints of Faith - Securing Today and Capturing Tomorrow,”  it really 

is our time to make a difference. 

                   Extending our reach together,  

 

 

                    



Our Fingerprints: Securing Today 
 

Responsibly Care for our Church Home: $100,000 

With the age of the chapel and sanctuary buildings, we have 

ongoing maintenance and repairs such as electrical, plumbing, 

HVAC, roofing, parking lot repairs, etc. By establishing a 

maintenance and depreciation fund, we will be able to address 

these items on an immediate and proactive basis.  

Invest in Mission and Ministry through Early Payment of Debt 

Principal: $400,000 

We currently have $800,000 of debt. By reducing the debt by 

$400,000, we not only reduce our debt by 50%, we pay off our 

loan 9½ years early and save $278,935 in interest charges. These 

savings can be used to further the mission and ministry of the 

church. 

Beautify our Chapel: $30,000 

Improvements that are needed to further beautify our chapel are 

new carpeting, refinishing the wood flooring at the entrance, new 

pew cushions, and interior and exterior lighting (steeple). The 

interior lighting will illuminate our stained glass windows at 

night and lighting the steeple would allow us to be a glowing 

beacon of hope on this busy corner. 

Provide Safe and Meaningful Play for our Children: $30,000 

Resurfacing the playground will solve our drainage problems 

and prevent the degradation of the playground surface. 

Replacing pieces of our playground equipment to meet the latest 

safety standards and adding a shaded sitting area will heighten 

the enjoyment of children and their parents. Our beautiful 

playground will also attract families looking at our childcare 

facilities. 

Note:  The projected costs of the projects are estimates. After the completion of 

the campaign, the Trustees will bid the projects to determine the final costs. 

 
 

 
  



 
 

 
  

 

 

Worship - Reaching Up 
Discipleship - Reaching In 

Fellowship - Reaching Across  
Outreach - Reaching Out 

 

  Our Fingerprints: Capturing Tomorrow 
 

Invest in Outreach: 15% of undesignated gifts, with a goal of 

$150,000 

This fund will begin an ongoing program of outreach and 

discipleship that is paid forward, ensuring that we do not miss a 

critical opportunity to relieve suffering and welcome newcomers. 

Increase our Visibility: $150,000 

Adding a defined entrance and covered drop-off to the sanctuary 

building will allow us to clearly witness and welcome especially 

to our members and visitors with limited mobility. 

Enhance our Gym and Fellowship Hall: $75,000 

Our Gym and Fellowship Hall make vital first impressions to 

families in our community.  Making these areas safe and attractive 

will enhance our ministry to our members and our community for 

years to come.  Needed improvements are replacing the floors, 

painting the walls, refurnishing, and repairing/replacing audio 

visual, hospitality and recreation equipment.   

Enhance Productivity of Staff and Volunteers: $75,000 

Rearranging and refurnishing the office space (originally 

configured as a kitchen) to include workspace for current and new 

staff will empower our staff and lay volunteers to effectively lead 

and care for our congregational leaders and their ministries of 

worship, discipleship, fellowship, and outreach.  

Extend our Reach into the Community by Building Athletic 

Fields: $40,000 

Completing this piece of the original master plan will allow us to 

expand our Upward ministry to include flag football and soccer as 

well as host anchor teams for travel baseball or softball.  This will 

further extend our reach into the community to welcome 

newcomers and encourage Christian fellowship.  



Wes’ Prayer 

“Lord, guide our hearts and open our 

minds to hear your message for this 

church.  Use us as Your instrument 

to accomplish Your goals, through 

our prayers, service, witness and 

resources.  Help us, Oh Lord, to 

honor the sacrifices of our 

predecessors and prepare for our 

future as a missional church, while 

we continue to reach in, up, out and 

across and leave our own 

Fingerprints of Faith on Midway. In 

Jesus name we pray.  Amen.” 

Message from our Campaign Chair 

“To whom much is given … 

We believe this verse describes us perfectly.  As children, as parents, as Americans, and as Christians, we are 

the recipients of more sustained abundance than any other people throughout the world.  We have been given so 

much that it is hard to truly appreciate all of our blessings.   
 

As a church, we have been particularly blessed in more ways than we can enumerate and appreciate, by those 

who came before us and left their Fingerprints of Faith. But there is no question that the ultimate source of our 

abundance is our Creator and Sustainer, almighty God.  We have been given the gift of eternal salvation through 

Jesus Christ, who entrusts us with the resources to grow His kingdom and to be a blessing to all His people. 

 

... much will be expected.” 
While some may read this as a statement of obligation, we see it as a statement of possibility.  Rather than just 

burdening us with responsibility, God has liberated us with opportunity.  By His blessings, God has chosen us to 

be His hands in the world. 

 

 As Chairman of the Fingerprints of Faith Capital Campaign, I am filled with      

optimism for the future of Midway.  Our country has weathered some tough times in 

recent years and through it all, God’s faithfulness has been readily apparent.  This is 

the time for us to demonstrate our faithfulness by placing our own fingerprints on the 

future of our church.   

I am confident the Fingerprints of Faith campaign will provide us with a stable 

foundation on which to build our outreach ministries.  A successful campaign assures 

us that we can effectively address the needs of our community and, at the same time, 

significantly accelerate the reduction of our mortgage.  

With open hearts and minds I ask that you consider your part in this campaign.  

Each of us must decide what God is asking of us in a very intimate and        

personal way.  Talking with God in prayer is the first and most important step 

that I ask you to do.  I recognize that everyone has a different reality, and not 

all will be able to give the same gift, but I do believe that we can all give      

sacrificially.  What we accomplish together will honor our predecessors and 

pave the way for those that follow. 

Please join me in praying for this church and the dedicated volunteers who are 

working with me to make the Fingerprints of Faith Capital Campaign our own 

lasting impression on Midway. 

                          

                Wes Wasson 


